ADF Serial3elegraph News

News forthose interested in Australian Military Aircraft History and Serials
Volume5: Issued: ummer2015 editorand contributing AuthorGordon R BirketMajor Author andContributor;John Bennett

Message Starts:
In this issue:

1 News Briefdoy Gordon Birkett @205
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Message Board Currenthot topics.
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News Briefs
1 13th July 2015The $th KG-30A Tankeraircraftdesignatefor the RAAFAirbus A33@03VHEBH Hunter
Valley' , arrivedat Getafe Spain from Singapoftewas delivered all white following a service and stripping
of QANTAS Colouadter its arrival there on 12th May 2015. On completion, it will beca®3€-006, the first
conversion of a second hand A3200 into a MRTT. Up until now, all 50 ordered MRTTs have beerhrew.
RAAF decided to use these particular aircraft as they are extresioaly to the same basic specification as
the KG30As already in servicéJpdate: 25th September 201KG30AA391 im YIRS pdp WwWO?2
35A development aircraft AR 2 FTAPS 2F 6KAOK gSNB WgSi QPhoidNI y 2
Airbus

— —————

1 August2015:The RAAF's Fleet of sk &s have finally achieved Final Operational Capacity, some 78 mo
(6 1/3 yearshpfter the first original schedule.

9 30th October 2015First aerial firing of B5As GAU22/A 25mmin flight: in three bursts; 30 rounds, then
two 60 round bursts100% Reliability.
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1 6th September 2015Air 5428 Pilot training System has been won by Lockheed/Pililatus/Hawker Pacific's
Team 21's P21 Turbo Trainer. A total oBircraft will be sourced, witB2to operated in the east coast at
Sale Victoria.The 100th P21 was roled out in March of this year. The Republic of Singapore2d ®@re
already based in Pearce WA, witlawker Pacific providg theinsitu maintenance. This will provide an
already maitenance facility when the balance 87 plus are based there witH-Z'S.

FirstPG21 Prototype flying in 2008. Pililatus

1 RAAFRG17A news:
o the seventh RAART7AA41-213was accepted on the 21st July 204%d delivered to Amberley on
the 29th July 2015
0 22nd November 2015:A RAAF-C7 Globemaste®41-208, has delivered over 12 tons of cargo

including a Hagglunds tracked vehicle to Wilkins Aerodrome, Antarctica, in support of the Australian
Antarctic program.

0 the eighth RAAF—C?AA41—212was accepted othe 1st September 2015, but onlgnded at
Amberley on the 2nd November 2015

Photos: Defence/kenb301

91 13th October 2015NHIndustries celebrated the delivery of the 250th NH90 military helicopbeer ane
ninth of these deliverie$33 of 47 ordered)have been made to the Australian Army as MRH aipans

ﬂ Back to thefuture??? :And already four to six months latefhe forthcomin2015Defence White Paper will
0S NBf SI &SR eayy 201 GviaSter @ DiztedcSIedator Marise Payne told an Estimates
hearing of the Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Commigst @ctober2015



http://australianaviation.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/20150729raaf8485160_0079.jpg
http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Globemaster-A41-212/C_17A_A41_212_Long_Beach_Photo_kenb301_a?full=1

THE LAST THREart 2by John Bennett

how the RAAFArmy and Navyserial numbers have beenatived

¢KS da! GKANR aASNAS&a¢d YR Yyl @It abé

In Part 1 of this series, we saw hdole Australian military¥A¢ series started in1921to identify RAAF aircraft, had
been devised as simple sequential numbering systerut as it had been eeusablesystemit soon became unduly

O2y FTdzaAy3dd ¢KAA ¢l a NBFEtAASR | FGSNI &2 YS-aad what AeNBouzl.
Fda GKS GFANRG aSNAS&a¢d KIFIR YSNHSR Ayid2 gKIFG ¢S liv2s

0KS SIFENIe& wmdbona (2 peEald | NZA yHi SoRa 2Gd2dy Rl Kal SINANSRidza A y 3
GaSO02y R &SNS a érigimadeusaild cBnceptd theyRAARKe§uipment identifier system. Hence, whe
a2YS 2F GKS a! o0f201a¢ o0dz2ld 62 ! MmHO KIFEIR 06S02YS Ot
the reusable concept was dropped and unigue numbering continued up to A100, reached inTb9&Ad to the
confusion of reusing numbers, some vacant groups that had been unused were revisited and used out of sec¢
making some 1944 acquisitions appear that they were in a continuum with aircraft acquired at the beginning
War.

Souptotpcn S O2dz R F NBdzS (GKIFId GKSNB g6l a 2yte 2yS
However, | pointed out that for simplicity and continuing with conventional wisdom, we would accept there
two series (as catalogued bgf-seridsd ' YR (GKS GGKANR aSNASa¢ 2F a! yd

Anomalies.! f 1 K2dz3K (GKAa O2dzZ R KI &S 06S8SSy Iy SEGNBYSTt e

complicated, as | have pointed out, because of its nature to reuse vacant setipsgnother complicated feature
was when one aircraft was allocated one or more serial numbers, or the opposite when one serial numbe
carried by up four different aircraft.

- D.H.60 Cirrus Moth c/n 613 A 6+ aa20AF SR ¢ A 0K niskld comrieiciblly Gnd &
subsequently impressed for War service, back into the RAAF-gs#A7 I YR | 842 O0AF GSR @
perhaps justifying my argument that this was all just one series.

- Gannet c/n TA.53 was first Adbut immediately resealled A141, subsequently sold, and then impressed ¢
Al4T @ t SNKIF LA ¢S akKz2dzZ R y2i 0SS adz2NLINARaAaSR GKIFG @
histories, as it has taken many decades for the likes of us the fathom out the complete picture
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¢KS {8O0FY2NE gl a 2NAIAYylI tt& LI OSR -BL[ASALIKad dllocated & K !

A80-2, but was subsequently reserialled as A91

The serials A3 and A32 are very interesting. First as the (1) Avro 504K, then as the KR3®Dragon Rapide,
the (3) CA2 Wackett prototypes, and then the first two production (4)-€X/ackett trainers. Moreover in the
GOKANR ASNAS&a¢és (KSAS ydzyoSNE 6SNB dzaSR | 3lFAyY
France. Use of #se serials by five individual aircrgfyes, usedive times!

Wackett Trainer A3 above, with DH89 A333 with DAT (Directorate of Air Transpt), below;, was A31 in 1935 for six months. ADF Serials
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http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Dragon-Rapide/P881656?full=1
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The basis of this article is a series | wrotéAirstralian Aviatiormagazine from September 1992 until May 199

which covered Al up to A26. Since then, the latesaitie of newer acquisitions (up to A52/N52) have been glean
from ouradf-serialswebsite.

Thed ¢ KADERes { SljdzSy dAlf bdzYo SNRy3

LEft20FGA2y 2F GKS I ANDNI FiQa
serk ffAy3d YSGK2RaA
YR GKS Oky flad GKNBSo® Ly
some cases of reserigid s ' yR (GKS ! N¥eéQa
intended to be used when large numbers of an aircraft type were being acquired, something like a new fighter

AYRADGARIZ t ydzYo SNI 4

FRRAGAZY GKSNB KI @S 0o

-1 Simple SequentialThis applied to A3 (Mirage IlIO) Wwiaircraft numbered A3 to A3100. Trainer Mirage IlIDs
were A3101/A3116. This was the same for A21 (A& Hornet), using numbers AA1A21-57 for F/A18A fighters,

2y

and A21101/A21-118 for F/A18B trainers;d dzii LISNX I LJA (KA & 062 NRSNA |

Mirage A31 insideRAAMHercules A9208 on arrival 23rd November 198BF Serials

-01 Twenumber SequentialA unique numbering for A27 (Hawk), which were serialled-@R A2733.

02 v i AgedrS&quehtialihembeiifg $outdvithia AwielR bleciSmikiBring,
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-001 Threenumber sequential.Thisis the most common sequential system used today. This has been used fo
F2tf26Ay3 a! ¢ 3 NR6HY JNLY (CH7C Chinadk, D@ ek alsm block numbering), A17 (Kiowa),
(Squirrel), A23 (R@/A), A30 (E7A Wedgetail), A32 (King Air 2@yt see below for also c¢/n numbering), A34230)
Spartan), A35 (B5A Lightning Il), A36 (737 Business Jet), A37 (Challenger), A38 (Tiger ARH)%:3889MRCT),
A40 (MRFBO Taipan), and the latest is A53Bgch 1900C operated by DSTO)

Thed ¢ KAMMRSE / ky bdzyo SNAy 3

¢tKS 20KSNJ 02YY2y &SNRFfftAy3d Ay (GKS GUKANR &aSNASa
YydzYoSNJ 60kyo0od !'a aidlNISR (2¢l NRa (KS SyR 2F GKS
airaraft within an aircraft group. Straightforward enougtbut there has been some deviations, conflicts, reuse a
reserialling.

Al ¢ 47G SiouxAcquired for the Army fronover 196061, the first batch of 4&-2 were serialled A560 to A1570
(Bell ¢/n 2B0/2570).C2t t 26 Ay 3 2y FNRBY !mnni GKSNB SOARSyGf e

r the
A22

daK2dZ R 68 4! manméz o6dzi &LI OS 2y GKS { A2 dzBubdedugnt ditibidhO t d

47G2A(A1-:660,-662 and-721) were simildy numbered, as were the newer 473B-1 models (between AB94 and
A1-738). But an anomaly occurredd7G2A A1721 (2721) crashed in 1962, and a 431 was again serialled Al
721, somehow derived from its c/n 7401! This was because with the last ba#hG3B-1s there was a conflict of
c/ns with previously allocated numbers47G3B-1 AL720 (c/n 6672) conflicted with the previous 428 A1672,
and using the c/ns of AT21/A1-738 (c/n 7401/7418) would conflict with the previous-AQ1/A1-410 seriesOkay,
GKA&E Aa 3SGdAay3 O2yFdzaAy3ar YR AyiG2 (KA& YAE 61 &
systemc the Sioux 47&B-1s were to be renumbered A01toAtH pH 6 4SS 06St 26> | N¥e

Photograph by Bob Livingstone, Oakey 25/03/72™

The second AZ21 photographed in 1972, a B4BB-1 with c/n 7401 repeating the earlier Seralocation 0fA1-721, a B47&A, c/n 2721
that was destroyed irPNG durind962.ADFSerials vis Bob Livingstone

A2 ¢ UHIroquois. The first batch of eight UHB were A2384/A2-391 derived from the Bell c¢/n 384/391. Then
followed A2714/A2721 (c/n 714/721) and A2018/A2MnHp G OKY MAMYKMAHPOLOL® ¢ KA A
F2d2NEZX 2NJAYy FFOO GKS gK2ft Sz 2 7F onithe 8n otkeyrsruois,St @ surgésthg




that the serials AD18/A2-025 were not used instead. This is fairly simple to this stage but does get more compl
The UHLDs delivered to Australia were numbered-2@/A2-510 (c/n 9505/9510), but two had ke delivered
direct to 9 Squadron in Vietnam. These were6d® (c/n 5649) and AQ41 (c/n 5085), with the latter initially
numbered from its previous US Army seriall8®41 This error was recognised about six months later, and the
serial was changed Bccordance with the c/n as ABB5. Later UHLH aircraft used the last three of the cfre.g.
A2-766 to A2773 (c/n 9766/9773Y but when batch A2184/A2-490 was delivered, their ¢/ns 11772/11778
conflicted with earlier aircraft and so the €3S Army serla 6315484/6915490 were adapted to RAAF serials.
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B&W "85" is actually shorty UH1BA2-385 , with "last two™85" on nose aButterworth,; with the real UH1H, A2085 on right
Confusion to the endt ADFSerials GRBADFSerials

Got it right first time: AZ649 in Army 5AAV Colours: ABé&rials




Other simplified c/ns Other aircraft groups using f I & ( frink tN&ScH &véreA4 (Caribou), A5 (Alouette), AG
(Viscount), A10 (HS.748), A11 (Mystere), A12 {BAJ, Al4 (Porter, with some changes, below), A194@T A20
(Boeing 707), A26 (Falcon 900), A32 (King Air 350), theBREhadow UAV (A43) and Heron UAV (A45).

Al4 ¢ PC6B Porter The Porter was initially allocated last threes agreeing with the aircraft ¢/n. However, when

THPE TH®ME Ton FYR Tom 6SNBE RSt AQGSNBREI-3RIKEEBAIRE/ALA U |

731 and Army was trying to intfodzOS || LI2f A0& 27F dzyAljdzS aflad G§KNBS
four aircraft were renumbered A1402 to A14705.

PC6B Porter A1404, ex A14730c/n 730. ADFSerialsvia Evan Sawyer

Al16- AH1GBF Cobra (Editor Entry®n March 10, 1970, the Minister for Defence announced a comprehensive
helicopter acquisition program for the RAAF and the Australian Army which was to include 84 Light Observatic

Helicopters (LOH), 42 Utility Helicopters (UH) and 11 Helicopter Gunshipecember 1970, the AH5 Huey Cobra
was selected at a program cost of $12.4m and the A16 serial prefix was allocated to the type for RAAF serv
probable that these aircraft would have been diverted from the U.S. Army production batch serizBi983 to
71-21052(MSN 21054/211283delivered in 1973.As it turned out, the RAAF AKG order was cancelled on Octobe

ce. |

7, 1971.The RAAF and Army soldiered on with the-LHi Bushranger until a dedicated type was selected decades

later in the form of tke Eurocopter Tiger ARHMleanwhile the Al6 Serial Block wased asthe Technical
Maintenance Code for the RAM\A's N16 Seaking.

NB: one of these production Block-AH, later a AHS conversion, 721018, resides at the Darwin Air Museurour of an evetual Eight
new-build AH1Gs known as Z.14, from this FY block alselb0B0 to 7115093/7221461 to 7321464), entered Spanish Marina service, an
were used until 1985.

A32 ¢ King Air 350 The King Air 200s were initially serialled sequentially-@@Pto A32004. With the arrival of
greater numbers of King Air 350 aircraft, these used the c/n systbatween A32339 to A32675 (c/n FE339 to FL
675).

Thed ¢ KASERes t NEBGPA2dza LRSYyGAGE bdzyo SNAy3

Apart from the glitches with UHID A2085 fnentionedabove) and the UM H batchA2-484/A2-490, the use of the
last three of previous identities has been restricted to th&lR (A8), B (A9), and more recently the- 17 (A41).
When bought through Foreign Military Sales (FMS) from the US Govt, it is useful to stay-stepoekith US
upgrades and modifications through the lifecycle of the weapon system. Now this has not always oeccu
Australia had taken onboard some mods with thé 1A andthe = o6dzi KI R f I NASf& 3
Look at the mods with-E11 for the recceRF111C upgrade, the Harpoon enhancement and eventually the A
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upgrade. All good for the Australian strategic environment, but expensive with a small orphan fleet. Same wiLh thi

P-3, we maintained standard with the US Navy fleet for a while, and therrtmak the very comprehensive (and
very effective) ABC midlife upgrade. That gave Australia the most capab®iRthe world. But again, with a lot of
Israeli kit, it was an orphan and not easy to support.

With the G17 we will probably go a differenway. We should stay across the USAF upgrades, and-8#e#ll

probably be the same with any USN enhancements. That is why previous identities are important for airframes to b

tied to US updated Technical Orders (TOs), and to simplify this the preRiGugii A G A S&a y20 2yf g

but also may appear on the airframe. With the8Pthe USN Bureau of Aeronautics (Bu) number was marked with

the RAAF AtMumber on the rear fuselage. With thelQ, the USAF number is carried on the nose. WherPtBds
delivered, the USN Bu number would in all probability also be carried with its RAARuAYET.

A8 ¢ F111.The first batch of 24-E11C aircraft were numbered AR5 to A8148, previous USAF serial allocation
being 670125 67-0148.Subsequent equisitions of FL11A and AA11G aircraft followed this pattern.

Above A8125, our first 111C in No 1 Squadron Colours, and with Pave Tack. Original USAF Serial 1042%; ¥éth GD Line #BIL Below,
Former USAF FRL1A and A11GUSAF Fo8-0265 became A650n entry to RAAFADFSerials

S



A9 ¢ P-3 Orion.The first batch of ten 8Bs were A291/A9-300 derived from the USN Bumbers 155291/155300.
Subsequent BB and FBC acquisitions also followed this pattern

With originalRAAF BBA9-296 destroyedn US before delivena replacementSNP-3B was obtained. AB05, reflecting last three from Bu
No 154605 Pictured on delivery to Lockheed in 1985 at Edinbag/tB-Keeper SpecialADFSerials \a Leigh Collins

A41 ¢ G17A Globemastr. This has generated some discussion on ddéserialswebsite. The first aircraft was
A41-206, ex USAF number0206. The last three of the USAF FY serials were used to number RAAF aircraft
A41211 (12nH MmO @ ¢ KSYy gA (K Gadbired by Aubtralingtie altoaatédisarialsOiOn ant &4é
0002 became A4212 and A42213, which discounted the USAF numbers and continue the RAAF last three tre
a sequence.

A41-206, USAF FY0R06 at rest, at Amberley. AB&erials
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http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Orion-3A9-605/A9_605_Lockheed_N40035_Bee_Keeper_Special_15_03_1971?full=1

Thed ¢ KAS¢IRE . f 201 bdzYo SNAy 3

The Block Numbering system started in WWII for large numbers of aircraft to distinguish different models of
has continued to some extent in the third series, and below are listed the examples.

Al5 ¢ CH47 Chinook The RAAF C#/C helicopters were originally sequential AUBL/A15012. When Army
acquired four of these CHI7C rebuilt as the CEI7D, the numbers became A1B2/A15106 aligned to their original
RAAF numbers, i.e. @HC A1802 became CH7D A15102. Futher procurement of rebuilt US Army @HC/CH
47D became AX351 and A15L52, and then new build CG#H/Ds became A1801 and A1202.The newly delivered
CHATF variants are A1301/A15307.
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RAAF Originals in 1985, and brand new-825 in 2015Still waiting to see if there are US Army FY Serials on thB$&erials/Defence

A typ:




Al18 ¢ Nomad The first batch of N22 Nomads were numbered from 808 (presumably as this aircraft was c/n
03), but others followed sequentially in this block up to AP&. N24series Nomad aircraft were numbered
sequentially in the block A1801 to A18408.

N22A18305 andN24A18408 ADFSerials Via D Masterson/Grahame Higgs Respectively

A25 ¢ S70A Black HawkThe first batch of Black Hawk aircraft were numbenmedhie block A25101 to A25114.
The second batch were in the block A2®1 to A25225. The Black Hawk simulas@nd maintenance trainerare
numbered A25301 to A25303.

A44CFIA-18F SuperHomett KS af Fald GKNBS¢ o0f201 F2ff26Ay3a 2y 7
Hornet. F/A18A had been A21/A21-57, F/A18B A21101/A21118, so the F/AL8Fs were numbered A4201/A44
224. This is being further continued with the new group A4GHerEA18G Growler, as A4801/A46:312.

EA18G Growler LN #115 USN Buli86148 became Contract LN #AGA46301 for the RAAF: Australian Aviation



http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Nomad-A18-305/Nomad?full=1

The! N¥& &/ Sy ddzNB£€ bdzYo SNRAy3

l'a (GKS w!! C KIFIR AYUiUNRRdzZOSR LRa(d e¥2NRtHVY6SNANE &aKS
ARSYUGAFAOLIGA2Y 2F GKS FTANFNIYS o6& AGa aflad G§KNB
renumbering existing Army aircraft as detailed below, but although the allocations were made, appardr@69in
the numbers were never introduced.

100c¢Cessna18Q f 1 K2 dzZa3K &G Af f iitie AOSKsEial Graupidedst mneCesSmaN &iete still in
Army serviceand i KA & y& O §ivd&aNINIR yappararfiyjwizS tg 8t with the Cesa 180 ¢ remaining
A98-045 through to A9&50 were apparently allocatedhé numbers A98L01 to A98109, but | no longer have the
evidenceto be categorical about this

200 ¢ 47G3-1 Sioux Al-201 to A1252 were allocated to all remaining 4881 Soux helicopters serialled
between A1394 to A1738.

300¢ Porter. The earlier deliveries of the Porter, A652 to A14701 were allocated new numbers AB01 to Al4
315. These were never implemented, and by 1970 this idea was dropped.
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The LasBlackhawk, A2803, is a maintenance trainer build up from parts. A@Fials.com.
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http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Blackhawk-A25-303/A25_303_Oakey_19_Oct_05?full=1
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As we have seeri} KSNB KI @S
Examples, some repeating the informatiabove, are detailed below.

Al. Sioux numbernl-721 was used for ¢/n 2721, and then reused by c/n 7401. Furthermore with the Si
GKS AyidSyld KIR 06SSy (2 &SNRIf 42G8Bllc/n 66T2xthé nuinBed AB32Y
could not be allocated as it was still in servise47G2A (c/n 2672) and the serial A120 was invented! And
GKS fFad oF iOK RStAGSNBR 60ky T n AMAOKAL-41Mwebe st hdreR

Therefae theirnumbersRS @A I G SR FNRY (i KA-72MY73
i -~ S < ‘J

& |

Al1-720, alias c/n 6672: AB&erials/vis Mark Clayton
A2. Iroquois A2041 was renumbered as AIB5, after having used a previous identity in ernostead ofthe
c/n. Alsothe batch ofA24008 SNA Sa LNRId2Aad KFR (2 dzAS LINBGJA?2

conflict with inservice aircraft.

UH1H A2484 used last three of US Army Serial FY15984 as opposed to last threeitsf dn 11772, as it would dve conflicted with

were dlocateéd K NES¢ | YR

0SSy &az2yYS Fy2YFftASa Ay (GKS aidKAN.

OuXx,

dza

UH1H A2772, c/n 972 then in serviceADFSerials via Garry Bridge



http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Iroquois-A2-484/Iroquois_A2_484?full=1

- A3.The numbers A3 and A32 for the first two Mirages were the fifth time these serials have been used
different aircraft.

- Al4.The last batch of four Portergeeived (c/ns 725, 729, 730, 7H)} R Okya 6KAOK 02y
i K NB S Sérvice Jioudayfcraft, and so the Porters were serialled7814A14704.

- AMl.The@ut! &SNAIffAYy3d KIFIR 0SSy &aiNUzOGdzZNBR enjhe RARS
I OljdZANBR AG& aSOSYyiK YR SAIKIGEK FANFNIYSaA FTNRY
serials USAF 12001 and 140002 became A4212 and A42213, to continue the existing RAAF last three tren
from A4%:206 to A41211.

TheNavald [Serieg

¢tKS bl @ O2YYSYOSR AG& dzyAljdzS ab aSNARSa¢ Ay wmdcn

Gfad GKNBSag¢ 2F wz2elf bl @de aSNAIFIfaszs 2N 2F Oz2yisi
based on my originaeries inAustralian Aviatiorfrom June 1995 until Jan/Feb 1997, which covered N1 up to N
Since then, the newer details (up to N52) | have developed fronadiuserialswebsite.

 NilcgFirefy.om gl a y2G4 OFNNASRZ |ad ¢A0GK (GKS abé¢ &s
withdrawn from service (WFS). Fireflies retained their RN numbers. The Sea Fury had at this time bee
a2 y2 abé tt20GA2y 61 & YI RSO
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1 N2¢ G47 Dakota.N2 used the RAAF Ad&ast twds or threes; A6523 became N23, A65123 became N2
123.

1 N3¢ Gannet AS.1/T.2Although remaining in service until 1967, N3 serials wereaastied by Gannets,
which retained theilRN serials.

T N4 ¢ Sea Venom FAW.53he37 Sea Venoms were delivered with RN numb#&2893 to WZ946. It is
known that at least eleven of these were physically reserialled with theghtip, e.g. WZ897 became N4
897.

e Yl “' J

N4-935 ex WZ85. ADF Seriali | YS@Qa | Al GA2y t A0a

1 N5¢ Sycamorelike other Navy aircraft of its era, in 1964 the Sycamore was being retired, and serlds
were ever applied.

O e T e e e e 2= A e ANy et S
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1 N6¢ Vampire.The UKsupplied Vampire T.22 trainers had RN serial numbers, while the Austpatidaced
¢t donk¢don! +FYLANBE KIR !'Td ydzYoSNE® LYy {KS766 |
¢ and it is probable the registrations of the other remainin@2s became N667 and N6770. The A79

Ny


http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Sea-Venom-WZ935/Sea_Venom_N4_935?full=1
http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Sycamore-XN448/P027919?full=1

numbered T.34As, however, did not receive the pi&fix, as when the last Navy Vampire flight was made in

October 1970, thiswas made by AyYdi H o0 Wy np QU @

N7 ¢ Wessex HAS.3IThis was quite a simple transitiolhe Wessex had always carried its Westland line
number allocated to Australian HAS.31 production as a serial number, they were WA200 to WA227 |(oftel
misinterpreted as RN serials). The WA waer gainted with the N7prefix.
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WA210, now reserialled as N'10. ADF Serials via Dave Masterson
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1 N8¢ Scout.Similarly, the Westland Scout line numbers WS101 and WS102 had been worn as serials, and tf
WS was erased for the Nﬁreflx However, athlrd Scout Ex UK Army XRBanalnted up as NEBOZ
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ol -
Photograph UiaATstralia s-Museum of Flight, .,
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One of the pair that didn't fly as N8 number,-l&, which as WS102 ditched as such in 196F~S&kials

1 N9¢ UH1B Iroquois.The seven UHBdelivered to the Navy were allocated NWith the last three or four
of their Bell c/n. N8B81 was c/n 881, N8104 was c/n 3104.

N9-881, which was lost tragically in 1968.rials via Mik&/irkovic

1 N210c¢ KD2R5 Shelduck.The original twenty Shelduck target drones were allocate NM1910-20, while a
follow-on batch were numbered N1001/N10-110. Subsequent deliveries used c/n numbering, e.g.-N10
7119 and above.



http://www.adf-gallery.com.au/gallery/Iroquois-N9-881/P027920

1 N1lc¢Jindivik 203/104.These were also target aircraft, bagigalindivik Mk 3 and Mk 4 variants, and bein
serialled between N1-495 and N14301.
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Jindvik N14750. ADFSerials via Martin Edwards
1 N212¢ S2E/G TrackerThe Trackers were delivered from 1967 with thedigit USN Bu numbers. The N1Z

prefixwassihJtf @ LJX I OSR Ay FTNRy (s (2 3IABEHB: afl &0 &aAEE

The same aircraf2GN12152812, some forty plus years separatprgviousowners. ADfSerials




1 N13¢ A-4F/A-4G SkyhawkSimilar to theTrackers, Skyhawks too were delivereahi 1967 with the sidigit

USN Bu numbers. The NiBefix was simply placed in front, so Bu 154903 became 1$#303.

ExUS NavyA-4Ffrom the second batchbecameA4G Skyhawk N1355069. ADfSerials

N14 ¢ Macchi MB326H.Naval acquisition of the Macchi was in batches between the Australian production

of RAAF aircraft. After the RAAF receiveedDAZ, Naval aircraft were N1@73/N13-078, then RAAF aircraft

were AZ079/A7-ny o = T2 f 2 ¢ S-684/M1808h Lagesondevedppng of RAAF aircraft did occur

at HMAS Albatross, and the A7 prefix was not always changed to N14.

N14075 in RAN FAA Service, foIIowed by a87%/with RAAF's 20CU. ABsﬁ'iaIs
N15¢ HS.748The two transports acquired, and later modified as electronic warfare trainers, were& 085
and N15710 (c/n 1709/1710).

N16¢ Sea King HAS50.Sa (i f  yR O2y aid NHzOG2NNa ydzYoSNE 06 Okya

line numbers. The first as N16098 line number WA787, but c/n 98. The last aircraft 1238 was line
number WA930,¢/n239. Anaxb | GGNRGA2Y NBLIX I OSYSyd 41 & NBO
N16918, ex XZ918 (line number WA878).
N17¢ 206B1 Kiowa.Like the Macch the RAN serials fitted into the Australian production for the Army, b
this time the group of N1-Avas aligned to the Army group Al7he initial three for the RAN were NO73,
-025 and-049 (c/n CA3223, CA325 and CA329). At least another five ere transferred temporarily from
Army, sometimes having the A17 erased for N17.
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T N22¢ Squirrel. These too fitted into the sequential numbering of RAAF (and later Armyh@ibered
aircraft. The first batch of six were NP23 to N22018, followed by Arm aircraft later transferred to Navy.

——
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OriginallyArmyA22-001 as photographeth 1984, and later in October ZOODhen it becameNavyN22-001. ADFSerials
N24¢ S70B SeahawkThe Navy wsnow well embedded into thigint system of numbering and whexi24
was allocated to the Seahawk, the RA#dnot allocate A24. With the RAN aboard with this system, wher
'y aGbé¢ ydzYoSNI A& y2¢ dzZaASR o0& bl @ex AGa a! ¢ ydz
accounting for the spare components of thgcraft. Seahawks were numbered sequentially {0R4/N24
016.
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Sikorsky SeahawRiger" S78-2 N24001and Some tell tails signs of rear boom exchanges -0iZtnow with the recycled tail of
N24002 in placePhotcs: Darren Reednd Daniel Leahyespectively

N28 ¢ MQM-109E KalkaraTwenty targets acquired for service between 1998 and 2008, serialled N
1/N28-20.

128

N29¢ SH2G Super Seasprit@he illfated Seasprite acquisition of eleven helicopters, which were to use the

USN Bu numbers, were sated between N29449024 and N29.63210.

N40¢ MRH90 TaipanSome aircraft allocatedto Navs g A G K ab! £, ¢ Y| Ninbgfd a
The Navy aircraft are to be rotated with Army aircraft, and are serialled sequentially betweed0A4hd
A40-046.

A40019 carried both NAVY and ARMY Markings. Photo Brenden Scott
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1 N42c¢ A109E PowerFour helicopters used the last three of the ch2129 (c/n 11129), N4801 (11501),
N42-505 (11505) and N4210 (11510).

N42501 in flight. Photo Georg@éanciani
f N48¢ MH-60R Seahawkt KSaS aw2YS2¢é GIFINAIyGa 2F GKS PARAItoK| &
N48-024, but will probably also retain their Bu numbers on the rear fuselage.
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SikorskySeahawk M-60R N48005 retains its US Navy Bu No 16882 ®to Unknown
1 N49¢ Bell 429.Three replacements for the A109, usitige last threedigits of the Bell c/n N49047 (c/n
57047), N49D48 (57048) and N4049 (57049).

1 Nb52¢ EC135 Fifteen new training helicopters for Army and Navy, to be operated from HMB&ross.
Numbered sequentially N5201 to N52015.

tF NI v KFra O2yaARSNBR (KS GGKANR aSNASasg 2F a! ¢ ydzy
bl @t aGbé¢ &ASNASaszZ | RILIISR laqf-g“eria;sg/szequfﬁé AyGiS3aNI GdSR
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The Malaya Emergency and the start Kbnfrontasi their input on RAAF Re
equipment Decision4950/60's Part 1

Background
In 1955 the RAAF Aircraft Mission, led by AVM A. M. Murdoch (later Australian Defence Representative in Lor
made four recomrendations to make on its return from the USA and England: Tl@&lRvas the fighter which most

don)

fitted RAAF specifications; the Vampire Trainer was the most suitable advanced training aircraft; the Viscount was

the best VIP transport; and theX30 Herculesvas the right heavy transport.

Lockheed Engineering Report #9854 stated that the Aircraft Model Number 183, now known by the USB8&/qs F
was deemed as the most suitable aircraft to replace the Avon Sabre (Ordered in 1950, accepted in 1954, though

somewhat suffered delays until 1956)in pursuant to their goal of replacing the fighter force of three squadrons every

four years to maintain currency of having the most modern fighter in service.

The manned Missiléhe F104A complete with pilot ipressure suitAll period shots hid the Supersonic Shockwave irtakkheed Pic

The ninety one Avon Sabre were produced by 1958, and equipped three Fighter Squadron within 78 Wing, wit
second line DHA Vampires, Gloster Meteors and even third line CAtards equipping the five CAF Units.
The G130A had no rival, so twelve had entered service by 1959, with another six to be ordered, but these wo

later dropped due to funding constraints in 1959. The Vampire Trainer was quickly put into prodyctabn
Havilland at Bankstown, NSW.

Air Marshal Sir Frederick Scherger has never beenld Ehampion, and he was proved right by the indifferent
record of the first versions, which lacked the flexibility the RAAF required. However, the much impnatiedlerr~
104G, which has captured most of Western Europe, had impressed the RAAF.
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There was no British fighter design tRAAF liked. They did like the Rolls Royc€4BAEngine though, and wanted
it originally if it could be fitted to the-E04A, per klow NAA Docglt was even was slated for the Mirage Il1O at on
time)
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FIG. 12 GE. J79-3 INSTALLATION IN FI04A.

ALTERNATE RA-24R. INSTALLATION IN FIO4A
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The then CAS, Sir John McAuley, liked 84 and but for his retirement an order might well have been forced
through.

The fighter issue would not be settled until November 1960
The RuestowJSARMission 19582/

Back to October 1956 for a momerdue to the issue of obtaining modern jet aircraft in the fighter and bomber
role, the Minister for Air, and the Minister for Defence, Sir Philip McBride KCMG, requested that acti&erbéota
approach the Government of the United States in requesting and obtaining Tactical Nuclear low yield weapons
held in Australia, free of charge or at an agreed unit price, in the event of war.

The main reason behind this was that the ServiG#$& Canberra Mk20's all up weight and bomb bay size could o
carry either one 5000Ib, or two 4000Ib or six 1000Ib bombs at any one time, and thus would have required a
number of sorties per target to destroy any important target. With the introductibGeen Satin navigation
equipment and the T.4 Bomb Sight, the aircraft had a radius of action of some 1100 nautical miles, but still lim
this lack of punch and blind radar bombing ability.

It was felt a more effective way to destroy a target wasaory a single Tactical Nuclear store inside the aircraft,
since it was concluded, that the feature and the ability to do so was already incorporated into the design by the
Canberra B2/B6 and USASBA models. Despite visiting the USA on a missid®%7 by theDefenceMinister, nil
came to bear on obtaining or getting a satisfactory nuclear stores response under SEATO..

One result of the McBride USA Mission was the arrival in Australia late 1957 of an American technical mission
headed by MafGen. Rul E. Ruestow, USAF, and including technical officers of all US Services.
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This mission made an extensive and detailed study of Australian deifietastry potential and unconfirmed
rumours were current that the outcome might be dffiore orders for the arious sections of the Australian industry
for supply to SEATO countries.

In July 1958 Sir Philip McBride stated that the report of the Ruestow mission had "been the subject of convers
between the U.S. Secretary for Defence, Mr. Neil McElroy, and the Australian Ambassador to the United State
Howard Beale," and thate®vice officers of the two countries, U.S. Defence and State Department officials, were
considering the report in detail. The US Navy had been assigned authorityotdipate the recommendations of
the three US military departments.

All this sounded pnmising but for the rest Sir Philip was designedly vague. He referred in general terms to the
intention to re-equip Australian forces, particularly ground and air, with certain important items of US pattern, a
to proposals aimed at increasing standardiaat but made only one definite statement directly affecting defence
production. "A major effort is intended in the field of research and development to provide Australia with curren
information from US Armed Forces research so that Australian resoundgsraduction efforts may be expended
on the most promising new developments," he said.

The ideal fighter for RAAF choice would have long range for delivery, a wide radius of acticfiekhtakeoff and
landing performance, supersonic speed, the #ibgliof an airsuperiority interceptor at high altitude (without teo
complex ground control), variety of armament to do a useful armgperation job at low level, cheapness of
construction and simplicity of maintenance.

At that moment the opinion shutdd between the Northrop NL56F and the North American A3J Vigilante, with
occasional diversions in favour of the Grumman F11F Tiger and the RepLdficTRunderchief.

The RAAF would have also liked a loemgge bomber squadron, but has resigned itselftte political fact that this
may not be possible and that the GAF Canberra B20 would have to soldier on until 1965.

One of the counter claims then was that it was too high of an obsolescence rate that was built into locally
constructed aircraft. From #htime a license is obtained for a fully productionised American or British aircraft it
would be at least two years before the Australian productioe began to flow, and then that rate was one or two
aircraft a month.

By the time the RAAF aircraft rdms squadron service it was likely to be in the "phast' stage in the country of

its origin. There were fallacies, of course in this line of argument that would show later on in the late 1950's and

early 1960's.

So, in hindsight, the Australian indugtnas repeatedly demonstrated its ability to introduce design modifications
which have offset obsolescence in the original design. The most notable 1950's example is the Avon Sabre, a
development of the North Americanr86F to incorporate the RA.7 Avon émgand two 30 mm Aden guns and,

ation:
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later, extended &3 leadingedges incorporating fuel cells. The Avon Sabre, its service period was initially marked as

four years in 1954, was an example of this, from first flight 1954 to the last produced in 1961, ddebedn a

remarkable development of Mach 2 radar and missile equipped fighters put into production, all within the same

timeframe.

But the Avon Sabre was acknowledged as the best of its braed it was still a very useful fighter and army

support aircraf for the Malayan theatre from 1959 and in Thailand up to 1968, though it was also acknowledged

that the Russian Mid7 had "a slight edge" on it when both are handled by pilots of equivalent experience. The
introduction of the AIM9B Infrared Missile fron 1959 was to enable this aircraft type to remain in first line potenc

RAAF Squadrons. (Replacing both the Avon Sabre and Bloodhound Missile!

Y
until late 1968, when replaced by the Dassault Mirage 1110 with its additional Radar/IR Equipped Matra Missile|i



The North American ABlJater RA)Vigilantefor the Bomber replacement

The industry, however stated, that it was shoainge thinking, and itself, points an accusing finger.

"The Air Force takes too long to make up its mind, it claims, and there is timidity in selecting an aircraft from
drawing-board or prototype stage. It has to be fully proven before an order is placed, and then the quantity sou
too small for economicosting. Then the Air Force wants the initial batch in a hurry, which means building up to
peak of employment, with an inevitable later slump while RfARjoes through the same tortuous process of
selecting, deciding, orderimg-or re-ordering. In betwen times the initial costing of the project is further upset by
RAARIemands for modifications to be introduced on the production line"

Industry exponents argue, too, that the quoted costs of locally built aircraft, even in Parliament, were frequently
exagerated, while those of imported aircraft are undestimated. There were no protective tariffs such as the

automotive industry enjoyedif we are to be judged on a basis of comparison with overseas it can be stated quite

ght i
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definitely that local productionosts are less than overseas for aircraft of American origin, providing the Government

makes an early decision and the order is in the region of 100 airsttgd Mr. E. J. Jones, aircraft factory manager

of Commonwealth Aircraft, in an address to theronautical Division of the Institute of Engineémhis is due
entirely to the fact that local labour costs are approximately 40 per cent of the USA costs. Engineering and too
costs for this quantity can be absorbed and the price still be econofiaicdlis not those costs which make local
costs high by comparison with the USA but the learninge effect brought about by the large numbers of aircraft
ordered by the US. governménit

A mission headed by the Director of Operations, Gp Capt WWoviisend, looked over the British and American
industries early 1958, but no definite results follow&another complication of the requipment picture, as it
affects both the RAAF and the aircraft industry, is the fact that the Australian forces amgttamhmot merely in a
home defence role, but to SEATO, and hence they must equip for a role that is not necessarily of their own ch

ing
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Three years ago it was the "air superiority” role in Malaya. It was for this that an RA4Eipenent mission, afte
an overseas tour, selected the Lockhed®#".

It was envisaged in 1955 that a original total of sixty0BAs and six-E04Bs (Duel, later designated-I64As) be
produced under license, followed by an increase to nirsetyen (JA's no B'$with 141 J793 Enginesn 1956, to
an Budget reduction in April 1957 to just thirydB4As and three-E04Bs.

Below per 66a/c Plan Delivery ab@$costs

These would have entered service in September 1959, with the last delivered in mid 1961, had the order had &
placed by July 1957. Its service life would have taken the aircraft to 1965, which then would have been replac
Guided Missiles, so it wasated in 1957(Signs of Sandy Duncan of the 1987??7?)

Then there were rumours of a change of role and, after a further mission, led this time by the Minister for Defe

Sir Philip McBride, the-FO4A project was dropped.

So pending a decision $tib be made, a further twentpne Avon Sabre aircraft order was placed with the
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, which had already ceased production of that aircraft (complete viith up
date armament and other equipment) as a stggp. For the start dkonfrontasj we were still stuck with our
purchase types of the 50's, Sabres and Canberras.

The eventual GAF Mirage [IIO(F) order approval for thirty aircraft would come in late 1960; with the first aircrafi
delivered in April 1963, followed up by then@®l Dynamics TFX, thelE1A, in 1964, being ordered under Cabine
Submission #884 for RAAF Air Staff Requirement #36, and then would be deliveredButl®i&8's explained in
Part 3
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The first RAAF Jetnoves to FEAF1958

The use of air power was an important part of the Commonwealth strategy in Malaya. The rough terrain of the
Malayan peninsula made land operations difficult, and in the first years of the conflict the Commonwealth force
were not yet ready to undertake esmsive land operationsThe arrival of RAAF transport Squadron and a bomber

adljdz2t RNBY Ay Mppn NBLINBASYGSR ! dzAGNI EALFQa FANRG Ay

In June 1950 eight Dakota transport aircraft of No. 38 Transport Squadron RAAF were sedistnafdSingapore at

@2

Changi airfield until April 1951, when it began operating from Kuala Lumpur with No. 1 squadron RNZAF. No. 38

Squadron moved back to Changi in July 1952 and returned to Australia in December that year.

Six GAF Lincoln bombers of N&duadron (Bomber) RAAF arrived in Malaya in July 1950. The squadron was based
at Tengah on the west of Singapore Island. In association with rotational RAF Lincolns ( Averaging eight airframes

from some 18 equipped Squadrons in Bomber Command in 19585anonth eight aircraft Flight rotations). The
squadron Unit Equipment (UE) numbers rose from six to eight GAF Lincolns when the RAF stopped rotations
Malaya from 1951 to 1953, which then resumed until 19585ingle RAAFR47B A65-72) was loanedalso,to the

into

HQ Flight of FEAF (later part of C Flight 267 Sgn RAF) for a 6 month loan fitted for Airborne Speech Broadcasting

Australian Government agreed to loan the aircraft up to March 1954 and then with an extension ( due to loss g
RAFvaletta Aircraft n 23rd February 1954) to the 3rd June 1954.

e .

First GAF Canberra's of No 2 Sgn overfly Butterworth August A98Bl

f thei

The RAAF GAF Lincolns operated in Malaya until September 1958, when they were replaced by GAF Canberra Mk

bombers of No2 Squadron(B) RAAF from July 19%&8F Canberras were operating there at Butterworth from early

February 1955 on rotation from Bomber CommaeDdring the eighyears of operation, No 1B)Squadron dropped
17500 tons of ordnance (Nearly half of all drogfye Malaya) in 3000 sorties flown.




In support of Malayan forces and other Commonwealth units in their conflict with the military arm of the Malaye
Communist Party, authorization and dispatch @@ AvonSabres of No. 3 (Fighter)Squadron RAAF, under coichma
of W/C C Thomas, in five hops, totalling some 11 hours of flight time from November 1958.

These aircraft were flown by the squadron's pilots from their base at Williamtown in New South Wales to R.A
Butterworth in Malaya (where they are to forpart of the Commonwealth Strategic Resenv@)distance of 6,040
miles. This elaborate ferrying operation, the biggest peacetime movement of aircraft ever undertaken by the
R.A.A.F., involved complex flighlanning and detailed safety precautions. It alseant pioneering a new air route
from Australia to Malaya via West New Guinea, the Philippines and Bomaath Darwin as its startingoint. The
Squadron was soon followed by another sixteen Avon Sabres of 77 Sgn (F) RAAF which ferried up a few mon
Both were based there by February 1959 as part o78laVing(Group Captain G. Cooper)

A bare bones base was opened in 1959 at Learmouth, permitting a alternative future route , via the Cocas/Kee
Islands Ferry Route to Singapore.

No. 3 (F)SgyRAAFarried out its first operation against communist guerrillas oth18ugust 1959 n a joint
bombing raid with 7{F)Xyn. $x Sabres from each squadron took off with 500lb kégblosive bombs under wing,
and destroyed three terrorist training camps.

No 3 (F) Sgn Sabres taxi against the tropical background and palms of Butterworth RAAF
Photo: Kevin Stapleton

The first Modern RAAF Swept Wing Jet FightE953

The one and only G26 was a quantum leap compared to the Vampire and Meteor in 18B&: still in original form , A94.01 photographed
at Wagga circa 1960s as Instructional Airframe Néolv photographed post service with all of the production modifications added at Poinnt
Cookin 2005

Photcs Tom Smittand ADF Serials
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