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News Briefs
1 29th July 2015The seventh @7A Globemaster Il aircrat\41-213 arrived in Australia

1 Jduly 2015 German Army to part out 18 early production EC665 Tigers. The German government and
Eurocopter have come to an agreement on the number of TagdrNH90 helicopters to be purchased for
the German armed forces. Months of negotiations between the two parties came to awiémnthe signing
of an agreement to purchase a reduced number of helicopters. As part of the deal, Germany will now b
NH9G rather than 122 originally planned, while the number of EC665 Tiger UHT attack helicopters will
57 from 80. The Tiger HAP / UHT is powered by two MTU / Turbomeca-Raptls MTR390 turboshaft
engines rated at 960kW (1,285shp). Saéling crasworthy fuel tanks have explosion suppression and-no
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return valvesTiger HAD has two MTR3®)enhanced engines rated at 1,094kW (1,467ahp)will equip
any further newer versionsf France and Spaifihe Australiamnd GermarArmy version will remain
powered by the earlier versioat this stage

4th August 2015The Commonwealth Governmehas delivereda longterm plan for a strong and
sustainable naval shipbuilding industry. Over the next 20 years the Government will invest over $89 bil
shipsand submarines for the Navy.
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o0 Bringing forward the Future Frigate programme (SEA 5000) to replace the ANZAC class frigates. As

part of this decisiontheywill confirm a continuous onshore buiffogramme to commence in 2020.
The Future Frigates will bbuilt in South Australidbased on a Competitive Evaluation Process,
which will begin in October 2015.

o Bringing forward construction of Offshore Patrol Vessels (SEA 1180) to replace the Armidale class

patrol boats by two years, with a continuous onshoréddaeommencing in 2018 following a
Competitive Evaluation Process.

1st July 2015No 35 Squadron-27J Spartah34-001lifts off from the RAAF Base Richmond rudway

1 26th August 2015The Government of the United Kingdom has requested the remanufadiufifty (50)
United Kingdom (UK) WA Mk 1 Attack Helicopters to ABLE Apache Guardian Helicopters with one
hundred and ten (110J-700-GE701D Engine€100 installed and 10 spares), the refurbishment of fifisee

(53) AN/AS€E170 Modernized Targekcquisition and Designation Sights-TMDS) (50 installed and 3
spares), the refurbishment of fiftshree (53) ANJAAR 1 Modernized Pilot Night Vision Sensors (PNVS) (5
installed and 3 spares), the refurbishment of fiftyo (52) AN/AP&8 Fire Control &lars (FCR) (50 installed
and 2 spares) with fiftfive (55) Radar Electronics Units (Longbow Component) (50 installed and 5 spare
fifty-two (52) AN/APR8B Modernized Radar Frequency Interferometers (50 installed and 2 spares), Six
(60) AARS7(V) 3/5Common Missile Warning Systems (CMWS) with 5th Sensor and Improved
Countermeasure Dispenser (50 installed and 10 spares), one hundred and twenty (120) Embedded Gl
Positioning Systems (GPS) with Inertial Navigation (100 installed and 20 sparesjearitutidred (300)
Apache Aviator Integrated Helmets. The original Agusta Westland Apache is a-badnheersion of the AH
64D Apache Longbow attack helicopter for the British Army's Army Air Corps. The first eight helicopters
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1 24th August 2015First RAARB5A,A35-001, pictured in formation with fellow Luke Air Force Jets. LM

built by Boeing; theemaining 59 were assembled by Westland Helicopters. The 67th and final Apache
handed over to the British Army in July 200%e remaining WAI84s held will be parted outhis article is
included as it has a relevance on AAV MBBiTaipans. Thegeriginal WAH64 Mk1s are powered by
RollsRoyce Turbomeca RTM32&iich are derivativessused on our MRI40 Taipans. A major problem
some years agwith our MRH90'swas compressor blade rubbing caused by the bending of a spool in the
RollsRoyce Turbormma RTM322 engine due to uneven cooling after shutdown.

RetroNoteworthy News:12th Juy 2013?; G17A GlobemasteiA41-209was stranded in Butterworth,
Malaysia after number 4 engine was deemed unserviceable and required replacé&rhemivas the first

ewver engine change performed on a Royal Australian Air Fet@AGlobemaster since accepting its first C
17A in December 2006'8even(7) Years!!RAAF NewsCan someone confirm date as | think itane2009
orisit2013?

3rd September 2015Boeing ha won a contract worth $1.49 billion to build 13 mor8R maritime

was
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surveillance aircraft, and buy titanium and other materials needed for work on 20 further planes in coming

years, the Pentagon announced on Thursddye contract covers production of nifi8A aircraft to be built
for the U.S. Navy, and four aircraft for the Royal Australian Air Force, the Defence Department said in i
daily digest of major weapons contraclsalso includes funding for titanium and other parts needed for th
manufactureof 16 additional FBA aircraft for the U.S. Navy atitk four remaining orderedAustralian
Aircraft.
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THE LAST THREFArt 1 written by John Benrie @2015

how the RAAF and Army serial numbers have been derived

As we know, RAAEBNdlater Army) aircraft have been seriled in the Australian militargAs series since 1921. This
system- which was very simple (but unduly became confused)us®lulfor identifying an aircraft type has lasted
almost a century and hagne through iterations ofvhat we call thethree serieof & 'numberg.

¢ KS CANBG ! { SNASa

———_
—

DH9 ex E90, A1-11. Ken Rowland ABSerials Collection

LY Y& 06221 a¢KSerelaeldBoNdR!l& @DIASF (1€ tZhraup lkigrSdRairaiat in thékKsfores
identifier systemGroupd . véas allocatedo engines / ¢ G2 Y2 (02NJ 0N yaLR2NIzZ a5¢
and so on. Those who served in the RAAF will remember goingtoup for their clothingd [ ¢ 61 & G KS
groupletterA RSY GAFASNI F2NJ Ot 2 0 KAy 3Id {2 (&K &tencsliggestddintSvgsi A T A
purely an equipment identifierunf A { Swhichwesiapplied across the ditch, or yesater the RANnodifyingthe

w!!C aeaidsSy oe [tt20FGAy3 abé¢ F2NI bl @geé G2 GKSANI I
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August 1921, and adopted by RAAF Technical Order No.32 ibebitat year. Copies of both documents are in
G¢CKS LYLISNAIE DAFAOXANM #HES wdsactiodyliRbeénstivgatedito andivigiual
aircrafttypec2 NAIA YLttt & Ay mMdopHm a! mé F2N) GKS 5dd dp! = a! H

Details of these aircraft areovered by theADF serialswebsitedzy RSNJ G KS G FANRG aSNRARSEE

then individually identified as Al, and by theaircraft serial it was obvious that the aircraft type was a D.H.9A. Th
US seadlling systensayof 41-12345, or the UK system of L6789, was not that obvious.
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Thistwo-part serieswill look into how the individual aircraft serial numbers have been derived over the past 94
yearsg not simply consecutively (as related in the aboveggaaph), but in any number of differenbmbinatiors of
Gt ad G KNBrédarigfyadfensomeBl will explaihy theda f | & (i waliekadtibt&lgand why arsingle
aircraftgroupidentifier could contain differentiseful combinatiosn 2 ¥ G & & a6 a (0 @ sBAUROa G | V

.dzii 0 STF2NB 6S &l NIigréatRISY & Kirsfidzt a8l IQa&d {1 KNS B rag werajadIo NI
asthe dfirst, second and third serié® ¥ G KS da! ¢ ydzyo SNE @
5AR GKS CANBG 4! {SNAS&E 9yR FiG !'wmnnkK

Warhawk, aka Gordon Birketriecently discovered that thaircraft groupdesignator A43 had originally been allotted
to the Boomerang fighter in 1942 his was fact unknown as we always haagsociatedhe Boomerang as A46,
and Warhawk has uncovered this dnigl record in his research, relag thisin the ADFSerialsmessage board

Also, he found that A10 had been considered for the Kittyhaveaity 1942- before A29 was finally allocated. Now
| can postulate how this could have occurred.

| subscribe tohie Clive Lynch theory (Clive being a stalwart of the RAAF history movement since theri®60s

-+ )

dzi K2NJ 2F G(KS 6221 6! dmhicidas published ydarsagate Rikbon HigtofiddS ™ dm M

Society of Australia (AHSA) Jourhifortunaely | no longer have a comf his article but he stated there were not
GKNBS aSNRASa 2F w!! C da!é¢ ydzYoSNRI | & Elg&A OKSt & m@& K
not end until A100. How could this be?

What occurred asthe ok I A y I £ O 2 ¥ Ocfidsiis a fcFes ideitByingisystem faircraftwas intended as
"rolling”, but critically reusable system of allocationf serial numbers

- That meant after Afjroupaircraft had all beemwithdrawn from serviceWF$ andstruck off chargeJOG, the Al
groupwould be used again. As A1 D.H.9As var8VFS in 1930A1 was available for reallocation, aindeedwas
for the Hawker Demoin 1934

Hawker Demor\1-60in flight. Note new patches that ruin the finish of theptaiing roundelsBatman Collection
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- A2the samerules with S.E.5all WFS by 193this group wasavailable for Seagull M 1934

- This was interesting withoth A3 and A4.A3, being Avro 504 first time around, was second time picked
1935by the D.H.89 Rapidemcquiredfor survey workBoth Rapides had been WFS in 1328he A3group was
againvacant and was reallocated 1939to the CA2/CA6 Wackett trainers.

plcfured in 19388atniel_h Cbllec ion

D.H.89 RapideA3-1an

- Adhad been the Sopwith Pup first time, then afsdrwereWFSn 1925,A4 wasvacantand allocated to the first
Tugan Gannet (A2) in 1935. Then an RAERuipment Officer register keeper realised "wait a minute,
| have already allocated A4 to the Avrostan and forgot to log it in the file", so Gannet was given a new
allocation of A141 as all the subsequent numbers were still in use, and Afi@rstition ensured it wasot
to be used.




TuganGannetA4-1's second RAAF Litlewas struck off chargas A141 and traded in to CAC in Dec 1937.Returned to RAAF SenAdé-ds
in 1940with the Survey FlightA147, now a marked Ambulance Aircrafith 2AAU as seen here in November 198RBBuz(ollection

- As loth A5 ¥Vimy originally, but reallocated to th&apiti) and A7 (D.H.60 Moth) remained in servibese groups
were ot freed up during the war.

- There was a delay with A8, allocated to D.H.50A first time and agletive acquired aga, it was held. (In the
event, when another D.H.50A was acquired it was not lait#1942 and it was then allocated A10). So A8
had remained vacant...until someone realised that A8 was still emptysatite Ozproduction DAP
Beaufighters were allocateA8, long after the UKupplied Beaus had been allocated A19.

- A9 had been Seagull 1ll, and when free was reallocateavardgo the Beaufort which was to be produced in
Australiaby DAP, with the first production for the RAF in the Far East.

- Al10,as related, for some reason had been kept vactrd {irst seriedairey IlIDs had long gone) and so in early




1942 A10 may have been a logical choice for our quatdpired P40Es as recently discovered by Warhavidut

for some reason, A29 was thenaalated to the PAOE, which left AL10 still vacant. At the end of 1942 a D.H.50A was
impressed, and although the D.H.50A type had beeil A8first usage (but of course a different airframe), it slotted

into the vacant A10 allocation.

- Similarly, A11 halleenvacantsince the withdrawal of the Southamptoirs 1939 and was eventually reallocated
to the Auster Il in 1944,

- Al12, the Bulldog from the first series, was retained in service as instructional airframes during WWII,
andtherefore the A12 groupvas not reallocatedHence A12 appears as the Bulldog in thealed
G F A NB@EES A2yyRE aASNASaD

So there werénic-ups with aircraftypesin servicewith thisreusablenumbering system, and although some gaps
were subsequently refilled, the systemagsed on and after 1944 did not reallocate vacant group slots.

. & MopcmMI !'mann KFER 0SSy NBIFOKSRI | yHButréfiéchoa whathappekdd:i
the series was started with aircraft group Al in 1921; when that became vdceaas ireused; it was a continuation
2T GKS 2NRIAYIE &ASNRFffAy3a aeadsSy O02yO0SLIiz y20 |
dzaAAy3d GKS ydzyoSNBR F0620S ! mMmu YR SYyR (KS T A Nadoncéps N
of reusing the aircraft group designator when there was a vacancy, but it soon became apparent that this syste
reallocation became confused. It was simply easier to press on with new allocations.

After the socalled "second series” ran it®urse to A100, a new series was starfedt using the original concept of
reallocating the numbers as a type was SOCcbutinuing thesimplermethod of a new number for a new aircraft
this has become the "third series".

Now arguments could be mated that the first series ran from Al to A100, with multiple reusage as vacancies
200dzNNBRZ YR GKSNBT2NBE I GaSO2yR aSNARSa¢ RAR yz2i
followed by the use of Al again. However, for the simplicRyoRA & LJX F @ Ay 3 RI GF 2y (KS
system since 1921, the three series of numbers has been generally acceptddndeed forms the basis of our
ADFerialswebsite.
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After the aircraft group desigia2 NJ 0 A ®S® GKS a! ¢ 3INRdzL) t SGGSNI FyR i
ARSYUGAFAOFIGAR2Y ydzYoSNI gl a ft20FG4SR (2 'y AYRAGAR
sequential numbering i.e. AX1, AX2, AE3 up to A230. But War brought many more aircraft types and large
numbers of those types, and different numbering systems were devised within the group designator. These
AYRAGARdIzZEf | ANONI FO0 ASNARIFE ydzyo SNE | NI ofahe airBrgfit sl F S
02N GlFAfE€0 YydzYoSNX» ¢KSaS RAFFSNByld YSiK2Ra 27F yd
will look at each individually:

- sequential numbering;

- block numbering;

- the 1000 numbers for prototygs;

- out-0of-a S1j dzSy OS | ANODNI F& 3INRdzLI a! ¢ ydzYOSNEAET

- scrambled (or random) numbering;
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0KS I ANDONI T Qae. ittINavigus BSKE, USNRDBWYSIAAMY Serial number. But we will get to the thir
series in Par2.




into the nitty-gritty
Sequential Numbering

Numbering the first aircraft ofraaircraft type from the aircraft group identifier was simplicity itself, as related Al
Al-2, AL3, etc. Thisequential numberingvas generally used up until 1942 when large numbers of different ma
of an aircraft type were acquired.

ks

Examples of thse are covered in the Block Numbering system (e.g. A24, A27, A29, etc) which is covered below. Bu

ISYySNIrffte GGKS LINRPOSaa 2w¢ yRISTORS NRANIRS & S 1j2dESS/yi AD X @ et AT
service in WWII, all these aircraft were¥id S NB R -MENPAY & KS AYRAGARdzZ & a! ¢ |
ran from A30 (D@2 and D&) up to A45 (Ford Trimotor).

So even with the Block Numbering system, it was still structured on sequential numbering right through till after

FNyR

WWII. An ingresting later variation was for the sole Jet Provost trainer acquired in 1959 for evaluation, its number

was A99001, and this method of thredigit sequential numbering features prominently, but not exclusively, in the

GUKANR aSNRASaé¢o

Block Numbering

Asdifferent models of an aircraft type entered service in increased numbers, it was found useful for stores

accounting to further break up the aircraft group designator ibtock numberingto show the aircraft model.

9El YLX S& GKI G ¢ SNB2yRNPASNISTEIE AlYNEI KBK 068y5 0 St 246 @

- All- Auster models. AX1/A11-56 MK III; A1160/A11-61 Mk V; A12200/A11201 AOP.6; A1301/A11-302
Autocar (for Navy). As can be seen, the Block Number created gaps between the serial blocks that we
used.

- A24- Catalina models. A2#/A24-114 model PB'% and PB¥A; A24200/A24206 PB2R.; A24300/A24309
PB2B2; A24350/A24386 PB2B2R.

- A27-Vengeance models. AZIA27-99 A31 Vengeance I/IA; A2Z00/A27-321 A31 Vengeance I;
A27-400/A27-422 A35A Vengeare \A; A27500/A27-549 A35B5-VN Vengeance |V; ABB0/A27-566
A-35B10-VN Vengeance IV; ABD0O/A27640 A35B15VN Vengeance IV

AFPENDIX, )
VENGEANCE INSTRUCTION NO.6s PAGE 1,
DIIFERENCES IN MODELS OF VENGHEANCE AIRCRART.
SR
R isedse Fo: MAYK dl Li 1I IVii v ‘
ReiieiisTs loBe A27=] 115 16-199 200-399 400-499 500-559 560~539 500=
Recwe Fa Mark I 14 II - IV v $i7
R.saF. Scrial LN838- | EZ800~ |ARTAE-AROLL FHO18-FBEO99
{ Jumbers All999 BZ999 A5 38=1837 FD100-FD117 - - =)
FP686
U.Ss Hodel V=72 V=72 V=72 (4-31) £4=35,=VU A=35D=5=VI A=3BB=10-V11 | A=35B-15-W1T

Ue S c 41-31148 to | 41
Humbers - = = 41-31246

41014299
201-562 | 101-300 |4301-4600 - - - -
46004
Mapufacturer Northrop|llorthrop |Vultee Aireraft [Consolidated|Cousolidatcd Consoelidated
sircraft|aireraft| Inc, Vultee Alr— | Vultee Air- Vultee .ir-
Incs Ince craf't Corp. |craft Corp. craft Corp.
Notes - Mark I and IVa aireraft have been converted to "Target Towing'

aircraft under Vengeance Order Noe T4e

OfficialRAAocumentation of Block Numbering with A27 Vengea@®B NAA Collection.
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- A28 - Boston.A281/A28-40DB7A, A20A and A20C; A2&0/A2878 A20G.

A29- Kittyhawk. A291/A29-205 R40E, PA0K; A29300/A29389 R40M; A29400/A29587 R40N; A29-600/
A29704 P4ON-20-CU; A29B00/A29828 RP40N-25-CU; A29D00/A29928 RPA0ON-30-CU; A291000/A291079
P-40N-35-CU; A291100/A291221 P4ON40/ ! @ ¢ KSNB 6SNB I f &42 aRdzr £ &SNJ
P-40N, where two different serials were confusingly allocated to an aircraft, which Warhawk has solved and
addressed in a previous article.

A52- Mosauito. A521/A52-212 FB.40; A5300/A52327 PR.41; A5300/A52537 FB.VI; A5800/A52622
PR.XVI; A52002/A521015 T.llI; A52050/A52mMm nTm ¢ ®no ® ! f & 2-1001KsErial avasN@rie® (i &
0@ Ly SINIeé CoLL LI GaSNINPIRAMINI2ZT T RSBISA DSENBRR 2T 7
numbering.

A58- Spitfire. A581/A58-185 Mk V; A5800/A58259 Mk V; A5800/A58550 Mk VII; A5&00/A57758 HF.VIII.
- A59- Ventura. A591/A59-20 B34; A5750/A59-104 PV1.
- A68- Mustang. A68L/A68-200 Australian assembled €& and constructed GAS; A68500/A68583 R51K;

A68600/A68813Rp M5 @ | f &2 (i K S10GL isaxa wad cadied®yan impoytegpmm 5 & LI {
FANONI Fié G2 Faarad ! dzaGNFfAFY heB.RdzOGA2Yy S aSS | o6
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CAG18 Mustang A68L21 picture in service with 77F Sgn at lwakuni Japan 1954tman Collection

- A72-Liberator. A7T21/A72-12 B24D; A7231/A72-198 B24J/L/IM; A72300/A72405 B2435-NT. These were the
last significant deliveries /WIL




B-24D LiberatoA72-94 NV-CGRB Collection

- A92-Jindivik. A92L/A92-12 Mk 1; A921/A92-124 Mk 2/102; A9201/A92276 Mk 2B/102B; A9301/A92310
Mk 3; A92400/A92532 Mk 3A/103A/203A; AS@01/A92674 Mk 3B/103B/203B; A9201/A92752 Mk
103B/203B; A9B00/A92816 Mk 4A/104A; AS201/A92918 Mk 4A.

Late model RAF Jindivik takesatff anbediWales. GRB Collection
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1000 Numbers for Prototypes

Thisad m @prototyped SNA SA ¥ 2NB 2F | aflFad F2dz2NE X |y R Wadkeilt trafindrNB U

prototypes, and followed on for other prototype and pattern aircraft

- A3 -Wackett. The two G& Wackett prototypes were setlad A31 and A32in 1939. When the aircraft was put
into production as the GA, it was desirable to have the production aircraft sk sequentially
A3-1/A3-200. Therefore the prototypes were reserialled asl®®1 and A3L002. This would have been
sensible todor the Wirraway (A20), where the two 8pplied NA pattern aircraft should have become

A201001 and A2a.002.
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Wackett A37 in final 1942 productiorguise.GRB Collection




- A9 - Beaufort. One Uproduced Beaufort was imported as a pattern for Australian DAP production. This aircra
was numbered A9001.

DAP Beauforik2 T9540was built as a British Contract A/c but received the sé&®al in RAAF Servic&RB Collection

DAF Beaufreighteh9-705with 9 Comms Unit , was ex Beaufd®-672, converted.GRB Collection
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- A23- CAA4. The prototype Wackett bomber was numbered AZ®1 in 1941. The first CL Woomera production
aircraft was A23, but further production was cancelled.

Woomera A231001 pictured at Laverton Vic 19GRB Collection

- A46-Boomerang. A48001 was the prototype GA4. Production CA2/CA13/CA19 Boomerangs were
numbered sequentially A46/A46-249.

Pictured here i€ACoomerang A461001prototype from the port sidepost late 1943Batman Collection




BoomerangA46-1, was the first prdaotype of the type, pictured during trials August 194&RB Collection

- Ab2-Mosquito F.Il. A5A001 delivered in 1942 as a pattern aircraft for Australian production, but appears to
have been used primarily for training.

A57 - DHA Glider. Themere two DHAdesigned EG1 prototype gliders constructed, A801 and A57002.
Production G2 aircraft were numbered sequentially from A57

AB2 - CA15. The sole GAS5 fighter prototype was A62001.

AB8 - P-51D Mustang. One USipplied P51D wa imported in 1945 as a pattern for CAC production. Other
Mustang aircraft are covered by Block Numbering.

g wAES

NA MustangV A681001 at CAC in 1946RB Collection

- A94- CA26 Sabre. The CAZoduced CA6 Sabre prototype was humbered A2@1 ¢ perhays it was considered
A941001 would not fit on the rear fuselage! ProductionZ/ASabres are covered in the Century Series
numbering.




Outof-dA S1j dzZSy OS ! ANONI FG DNRdzZLJ a! ¢ bdzyo SNA
Perhaps any rules are made to be broken and even a simple system willfi@walies Such hiaips in the

ft20FGA2y 2F SINI& a!é ydZYoSNE KI @S 688y YS8yiArzy

A3 - after the Avro 504, was reused for the DH.89, then reused again for tHf#*6;
A4 - after the Pup, was mistakenly allocated (and painted on) tis¢ Tiugan Gannet, but then reused for the
Anson.

A5 - originally allocated to the Vickers Vimy in 1921 but never used, so reallocated in 1928 to the Wapiti, ano

a final batch delivered in 1938, it remained in service on sedimedduties and s instructional airframes

RAdzZNAYy3 22LLd {2 GKA&A ola O2yAARSNBR & LI NIig 27

and the same applied to the A12 Bulldog.
A7 - D.H.60 Moth. The Cirrus Moth had originally been acquired for evaluaii1926, and different variants

were later acquired, as well as civilian impressments. In the main these were Gipsy Moths, and remain
servicel KNP dzZaAK 22 LLY (GKSNBoe 60SAy3a O2yaARSNBR aTA

A8 - Beaufighter Mk 21The DARroduced Beaufighter 21 was allocated A8 in 1944, long after thddliered

Beaufighters had been allocated A19 in 1942. The A8 group had remained unused, so it was determing

use again this vacant A8 allocation, even as the main seraoations at that stage had reached A60.

A10- D.H.50A. Allocated to the D.H.50A in late 1948d had been vacant and available in early 1942 when the

first P-40Es were received (which subsequently became A29).

All- Auster. Covered above the group numbering series, the Auster was delivered from 1944, as like A8, sc

vacant groups were discovered in 1944 and reallocated. At this stage, a sotékhaircraft the Vultee
Vigilant had just been allocated A64.

Auster A117 exMZ162 at Mrotai with 17A0OPGRB Collection

o
P

with

ed in
NEA |

2d to

me




- Al18- Sunderland. I1939RAAFRacquired the nine Sunderlands UKfor 10 SQNbut theseended up staying in UK
for the Warwith RAF seriaJsand A181 to A189 serials were allocated and not useshortly afterward,
Short S.2Empireflying boats were impressed, amdmbered from A18.0. WhenSunderlands eventually
did arrive they became A26Why?

A18-11 picture in 1940GRB Collection

- A26- Sunderland. Originally having been allocated A18, when in tf&48underlands did arrive, this coincided
with the 1944 purge to use vacant aircraft groups (as per A8 and A1l above). A26 had been kept unus
originally in early 1942 it had been allocated to 14B7& Fortress bombers, the order for which was
evertually cancelled; so A26 was vacant for use.
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A26-4, &ka ML733 still wearing both RAF and RAAF Serials in C&RB.Collection




Scrambled Numbering

G GKS GAYS 2F GKS Y2NBlLyYy 2 NE AdG gl a FStd yowé a! €
potentially resolve the numbers of aircraft in service by a study of the serialling system. Accordingly, a more secure
& & ONJ YeysterS Was developed, whereby aircraftsé8aR o6& |y a! ¢ F ANDONI Fi 3INR dz
i K NB S ¢ualhymBer @rfdéinly, with no connecting sequence. The aircraft types affected by this system are
given below, and the examples provide an illustration of the random method in allocating numbers.
- A77-Meteor fighterand trainet Randomly numbered beten A771 and A7782. Aircraft were later
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A77-879freshly reserialled at lwakuni Japa®RB Collection

- A79-Vampire fighter.Randomly numbered between AZl9and A7796. Some aircraft were later reserialled t
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VampireA79-215with 25 Sqn CARDFSerials Collection




UK BuiltDH100VampireA78-1 and A78-2 at Amberley. Australian Production a/c were sdedlA79.GRB NAR&ollection

- A80- S51. The three 51 helicopters acquired were selteed A801, A8G374 and A8&536.

- A84-Canberra. A84.25 and A8407 were two UK B.2 pattern aircraft to aid Australian production. Production
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- A85- CA22 Winjeel. A88364 and A8%18 were the two CR2 Winjeel prototypes. Perhaps A8B01 and
A85-1002 would have been more appropriate. The CAC productiePSCAinjeels were numbered in the
GOSYylGdzNE &aSNARSa¢d

- A8 - P2V/5 Nepune. The 12 P2¥ Neptunes were delivered with scrambled numbers between289and

A89983. These were soon numberedintlien n a OSyYy (G dzNE &aSNRASaé¢ 060St26(

The Century Series

This unique method ai O S y (hal¥&idg replaced scrambled serials argbled an aircraft to be identified by
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types. The examples of the system below will illustrate that point.

- 200- Canberra bomber. A8201/A84248 Australian production of the Canberra B.20, some of which were
subsequently modified as T.21 trainers.

- 300- P2\(5 Neptune A89301/A893312, originally delivered with scrambled numbers but subsequently
reserialled. Numbers frol®51were subsequently used for the folleen Sabre order A9351/A94371

- 400- CA25 Winjeel A85401/A85462.

500- Canberra trainer. A8801/A84502 for UKproduced T.4 trainers. Australianade T.21 trainers retained

their -200 numbers.
600- Vampire T.35 trainer. A7800/A79668 DHAproduced version of the later T.11 trainer variant.
700- Meteor trainer. A7#701/A77707 reseriakbd from scrambled numbers.

800- Vampire T.33/T.35A trainer. ABD1/A79836 DHAproduced version of the earlier T.11 trainer variant. T.33
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A79836 modified to the upgraded standard as T.35A-809. Navy also had ABB7 to A79842. Numbers
from 851 allocated to Meteor fighters which had scrambled numbers,-83%/A77-886.

- 900- Sabre. CR7 Sabre Mk 30, 31 and 32 production AB1/A94990. When a further order of 21 Mk 32
aircraft was placed awaiting Mirage production, with no further roomhie 900series, these last aircraft
were numbered from A94851.

Coinciding with the operation of this century system of numbering, the-DB€aver was acquired, and allocated
numbers A9801 to A95205. This probably highlighted a shortcoming of thiseayst that numbers of aircraft
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The Aircraft C/n Series
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the unique number allocated by the aircraft manufacturer to the airframe on the production line. Sometimes this
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its use.
- A89- P2\/7 Neptune. A8270/A89281 was the later model Neptune receil’lby the RAAF, which was to be
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- A96- C\/440 Metropolitan. Two VIP aircraft A33d3 and A9653 used their c/n 313 and 353.

- A97- G130A Herales A97-205/A97-216 were derived from the Lockheed c/n 3205/3216. Subsequently the
G130E and the @30J used the same system. Th#3DH was a commercial buy from Lockheed and for
somereason were given a customer numbers of 001/012, and the A97 seriabers used were based on
these, not on the Lockheed c/n. Strange but true.

- A98- Cessna 180. Acquired for the Army from 1959, the first batch of 180A aircraft werkeseetween
A98336/A98351 derived from the Cessna c/n 50336/50351. Laterlxegaised the same method.

- A100-DHGo h G USNX t KSgXI SNB 4 f1adHH ¢KS (62 hidSNER

A100390/A100392.
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Neptune (A89) complied with scrambled, century and c/n systems.

bSEG 6S gAft & doRidit thie KeBond seried? NiRink &&iNdif aijdstaccept the conventional
wisdom, but what we have seen so far is it is not as simple as it appears. We will look to at some unique Army
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us a total picture oADFSerials

John will continue his article "HE LAST THREEIF NI H X hiKS ! OGKANR aSNASa&é
forthcoming next ADFSerials Telegraph
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RAAF Gift Aircraft: The Beqinning of the StOgyun r siket@zo1s

It started prior to the beginning of World War Two, during May 1938, when the National Defence Contribution s

Trust Account was set up by the Commonwealth Government as a means to disperse specific war drive items
including organisatiomand personal donations, to help outfit the Australian Military Formations. These donation
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went towards, on request where possible, to the donation purpose as requested by the donors. These ranged from;

Aircraft, Ambulances, Armoured Vehicles, Medical Bental Equipment to even Refrigerators.

Much the same as the later Spitfire Fund of Britain, various organisations and persons collectively or singularl
funded individual aircraft for the RAAF. Initially the idea of a Spitfire Fund was courted, hrahve¥gommonwealth
Government was not too keen on transferring money abroad, but rather, spend the money in country.

Several Spitfire Funds were active at this time; the Western Australian Spitfire Fund (to be named "Spirit of
Westralia"), The Victoria@ricketers' Spitfire Fund, The Poultry Industry Spitfire Appeal and the lllawarra Spitfire
Fund of Newcastle(to be named "Spirit of lllawarra” .

The lllawarra Spitfire Fund&irrawayA20-480 " Spirit of lllawarra"

These organisations and personsre told by the Treasury to invest into Australian based aircrdftwever there
would be a resurgence, and success on later Spitfire MkVIII and Kittyhawk Funds; namely the Australian Victu
Association Fund(AVA Named aircraft).

As previous told in@ne past articles, example aircraft of these donations were covered, including a single Vult
VengeanceA27-11) and a single Avro Ansax{-41) by 94 years of age, Sir Thomas Buckland; and two CAC
Wirraways A20-285by the Licensed Victuallers' of Adelai andA20-480"Spirit of lllawarra"by the lllawarra
Spitfire Fund of Newcastle ).
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